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President’s Message ~ Krystyna Alexander 

Fellow TAALP Members:  
 
As many of you, I often attend First Monday Trade Days in Canton.  This month was especially 
great because the weather was beautiful, even though it was still a bit warm for my taste.  I 
love to shop, but truthfully, the corny dog is always the highlight of my trip.  :)  My love for    
Canton is currently at risk, however.  I was a bit annoyed walking through one of the pavilions 
to hear Christmas music playing—Jingle Bell Rock.  Seriously?  It was before Labor Day; the 
only thing on my mind was that my white shoes would have to disappear before Monday.  It 
seems like every holiday is advertised months ahead of time these days.  I am left wondering if 
these folks are holiday fanatics or if I am the ultimate procrastinator.  I was almost conned into 
purchasing outdoor Christmas light string holders—on sale—until I snapped out of it and real-
ized that it’s too darn early to be thinking about trees and lights!  There is so much to do before     
December!!  What is the rush?!   
 
Speaking of things to do and upcoming events, I will be attending the State Bar of Texas Paralegal Division’s Texas 
Advanced Paralegal Seminar (TAPS) in Austin on September 29 – October 1, 2010 and will be representing TAALP 
at the Friday luncheon, of which TAALP is a sponsor.  If anyone is attending TAPS and would like to share travel ex-
penses, please let me know, and I will do my best to hook you up with another attendee.  Hope to see you there! 
 
Please review the 2010 – 2011 Committee List included in this month’s newsletter.  If your name is included, that 
indicates that you signed up for that particular committee when submitting this year’s membership application.  If 
your name is not included on any committees and you would like to participate at any level, large or small, please 
let me know.   
 
SAVE THE DATE!!  The 2010 Joint Luncheon in honor of our area judges will be held at Hollytree Country  
Club on October 22, 2010.  Please mark your calendars!  Sarah Connor is chairing the Joint Luncheon  
Committee and would be thrilled to have a few more volunteers to assist.  Please contact Sarah via email at  
sconnor@wilsonlawfirm.com for additional information.  Additionally, TAALP members are encouraged to attend the 
Smith County Bar Association’s CLE event, “Top 10 Things Every Lawyer [and his/her staff] Should Know…,” which 
is scheduled for October 29, 2010 at the Rose Garden Center.  TAALP members will receive a discounted rate of 
$100.00, while the non-member rate will be $150.00.  (There is no membership requirement.)  For more informa-
tion regarding the bar association CLE, please contact Cristy Keul at cristy@smithcountybar.com.   
 
See you at the next meeting! 
        Sincerely yours, 

              
   

        Krystyna Alexander 

 



TAALP 
MINUTES OF 

SEPTEMBER 1, 2010, BOARD MEETING 
 

By:  Sarah Connor, Recording Secretary 
 
A board of directors meeting was held at WILSON, ROBERTSON & CORNELIUS, P.C., on Wednesday, 
September 1, 2010.  All board members were present:  Krystyna Alexander, President; Nancy Crim, CLA, 
President-Elect; Sandra Hayes, First Vice President; Cristy Keul, Second Vice President ; Sarah Connor, 
Recording Secretary; Kara Bennett, Corresponding Secretary; Bonnie Brooks, Treasurer; and Carrie King, 
Executive Advisor. 
 
Krystyna Alexander called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

 
Old Business:  

 Bonnie Brooks stated that a budget meeting was held on August 26, 2010.  She presented the 
budget that was proposed by the committee.  Cristy Keul moved that the proposed budget be 
adopted, seconded by Sarah Connor.  After discussion, the budget was adopted unanimously. 

 Krystyna Alexander passed out copies of the lists of committees and the members who had agreed 
to serve on each.  She will continue to work to fill vacancies. 

New Business: 

Krystyna Alexander, President: 

 The bank signature card needs to be changed, and those who will be signing will meet at the bank, 
with the secretary’s letter stating the new officers elected, at a mutually agreeable time to sign the 
card. 

 The Texas Advanced Paralegal Seminar (TAPS) will be held in Austin on September 29-October 
1, 2010, and TAALP is a sponsor of the Friday luncheon.  Krystyna said that she had been 
contacted for a donation of a door prize for the seminar because the organization was having 
difficulty getting donations of door prizes this year.  Nancy Crim moved that TAALP donate a $50 
gift card to be used as a door prize at TAPS, seconded by Cristy Keul.  The motion was discussed 
and passed unanimously. 

 Cristy Keul and Krystyna discussed how TAALP will benefit from the Fall CLE seminar on 
October 29, 2010, sponsored by the Smith County Bar Association, titled:  “10 Things Lawyers 
Need to Know.”  TAALP will receive 40% of the registration fee of any TAALP member who 
registers for the seminar.  The registration fee for TAALP members is $100. 

 The Joint Luncheon will be on Friday, October 22, 2010, at Hollytree Country Club.  Mark Lanier 
will be the speaker.  Sarah Connor is chairing the committee. 

Carrie King, Executive Advisor: 

She will bring the microphone to our meetings in case our group is moved into the smaller room at 
the Woman’s Building, which does not have a sound system. 

 



Nancy Crim, President Elect/NALA Liaison: 

Nancy has submitted her application for NALA membership. 
 
Sandra Hayes, 1st Vice President (Membership): 

The current membership is unknown, as several renewals are to be added to the roster. 

Sandra will continue to send an Evite regarding the monthly meeting and will provide the number 
of members expected to Shelly at the Woman’s Building. 
 

Cristy Keul, 2nd Vice President (Program): 

Cristy scheduled John Trube to speak in September on DUI and the impact on driver’s licenses.  
He is a very entertaining speaker and should make the topic very interesting. 
She has several other speakers who have agreed to speak, and they will be announced latter since 
no dates are firm yet. 
Cristy is getting some assistance with the flyers for the meetings. 

 
Sarah Connor, Recording Secretary: 

Sarah moved that the minutes of the August 4, 2010, board meeting be approved as printed in The 
Transcript.  Bonnie Brooks seconded the motion, and it passed. 

 
Kara Barrett, Corresponding Secretary: 

The newsletter deadline is Friday, September 3, 2010. 
 
Bonnie Brooks, Treasurer: 

Bonnie submitted the Treasurer’s Report for August and moved that it be filed for audit.  The 
motion was seconded by Sarah Connor, and the motion passed. 

 
Krystyna Alexander announced that the next regular meeting will be at noon on Thursday, 
September 9, 2010, at the Woman’s Building. 
 
The next board meeting will be at noon on Wednesday, October 6, 2010, at WILSON, ROBERTSON & 

CORNELIUS, P.C. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:38 p.m. 

 
 

 
  
Krystyna Alexander, President 

  
Sarah Connor, Recording Secretary 



2010 – 2011 TAALP Committee List 
 
Membership 
Sandra Hayes - Chair 
Pamela “Blu” Monday-Daniels (903) 372-2818 blondefilly@wb4me.com 
Kimberly Fuller (903) 595-6070 KAD1368@yahoo.com 
Sandy Johnson (903) 597-3808 sandy@hoganlawfirm.net 
Ginger Lento (903) 593-9300 glento@healymilnelaw.com 
Jennifer Waller (903) 592-7755 jenibiz@hotmail.com 
 
Program 
Cristy Keul - Chair 
Pamela “Blu” Daniels (903) 372-2818 blondefilly@wb4me.com 
Kristi Gravitt (903) 877-2582 kgravitt@email.tjc.edu 
 
Community Service 
Nicole Cadenhead (903) 534-1100  ncadenhead@findlaycraft.com 
Whitney Green (903) 534-1100 wgreen@findlaycraft.com 
Kristi Gravitt (903) 877-2582 kgravitt@email.tjc.edu 
 
Joint Luncheon 
Sarah Conner - Chair (903) 509-5019 sconnor@wilsonlawfirm.com 
Sandy Johnson (903) 597-3808 sandy@hoganlawfirm.net 
Kristi Gravitt (903) 877-2582 kgravitt@email.tjc.edu 
Krystyna Alexander (903) 597-8311 kea@potterminton.com 
 
Ways & Means 
Krystyna Alexander (903) 597-8311 kea@potterminton.com 
 
Public Relations 
Pamela “Blu” Daniels (903) 372-2818 blondefilly@wb4me.com 
Sandy Johnson (903) 597-3808 sandy@hoganlawfirm.net 
 
Nominations 
Pamela “Blu” Daniels (903) 372-2818 blondefilly@wb4me.com 
Sandy Johnson (903) 597-3808 sandy@hoganlawfirm.net 
Kristi Gravitt (903) 877-2582 kgravitt@email.tjc.edu 
 
Long Range Planning/Bylaws & Standing Rules 
Krystyna Alexander (903) 597-8311 kea@potterminton.com 
 
Procedures Manual 
Debra Painter (903) 526-8519 painter222@att.net 



Law Day 
Kristen Sheets – Chair (903) 534-8063 kls@tyler.net 
Nicole Cadenhead (903) 534-1100 ncadenhead@findlaycraft.com 
Sarah Conner (903) 509-5019 sconnor@wilsonlawfirm.com 
Pamela “Blu” Daniels (903) 372-2818 blondefilly@wb4me.com 
Whitney Green (903) 534-1100 wgreen@findlaycraft.com 
Sandy Johnson (903) 597-3808 sandy@hoganlawfirm.net 
Krystyna Alexander (903) 597-8311 kea@potterminton.com 
 
Scholarship 
Sandy Johnson - Chair (903) 597-3808 sandy@hoganlawfirm.net 
Ginger Lento (903) 593-9300 glento@healymilnelaw.com 
Barbara Skeen (903) 590-1400 bskeen@suddenlink.net 
Kristi Gravitt (903) 877-2582 kgravitt@email.tjc.edu 
 
Newsletter 
Kara Barrett – Chair  karaf76@yahoo.com 
Crystal Vargas (903) 593-4545 crystal.vargas47@yahoo.com 
Kristi Gravitt (903) 877-2582 kgravitt@email.tjc.edu 
 
Employment 
Sharon Sherrill - Chair (903) 561-1600 sharon@icklaw.com 
Ginger Lento (903) 593-9300 glento@healymilnelaw.com 
 
Audit 
Debra Painter (903) 526-8519 painter222@att.net 
 
Finance 
Bonnie Brooks – Chair  bbrooks@suddenlinkmail.com 
 
Handbook 
Debra Painter (903) 526-8519 painter222@att.net 
Crystal Vargas (903) 593-4545 crystal.vargas47@yahoo.com 
 
History 
 
Professional Ethics 
Kristi Gravitt (903) 877-2582 kgravitt@email.tjc.edu 
 
Legal Professional of the Year 
Barbara Skeen - Chair (903) 590-1400 bskeen@suddenlink.net 
Kristi Gravitt (903) 877-2582 kgravitt@email.tjc.edu 
 
Professional Development & CLE 
Carrie King – Co-Chair (903) 534-8063 cwk@tyler.net 
Connie Hayati – Co-Chair (903) 531-7183 connie.hayati@southside.com 
Crystal Vargas (903) 593-4545 crystal.vargas47@yahoo.com 







 

  3 - Debbie Espinosa 

  5 - Wendy Hesse 

  7 - Jennifer Phelps 

11 - Kimberly Thedford 

12 - Chelsea Thompson 

12 - Kara Barrett 

13 - Cassie Griffin 

14 - Lisa Henderson 

18 - Barbara Skeen 

28 - Julie Kesel 

29 - Jennifer Smith 

 

 

 



 
September 9 - TAALP Regular Meeting, 12:00 PM 
 Speaker —  John Trube, Administra-

tive License Revocation and Occupa-
tional Driver’s Licenses 

 
September 29 -  TAPS in Austin, TX 
October 1 
 
October 6 - TAALP Board Meeting, 12:00 PM 
 Wilson Law Firm 
 
October 14 -  TAALP Regular Meeting, 12:00 PM 
 Speaker —  Holly Monk, Family Law 

and the Reference Attorney Program 





 
 

 

A few great volunteers to make the TAALP Programs be the best that they can be! 
 

WANTED: 
 

Volunteer to make arrangements for a speaker for one (just 1) month’s program.  
Estimated time to complete – 1 hour 

 
Volunteer to create the graphic announcement for the newsletter and or the  

membership reminder announcement.  
Estimated time to complete – Depends on how creative you can be. 

 
As 2nd Vice President, I am interested in providing excellent  

TAALP programs for 2010-11!  
 

I know that no one person is as good as several interested volunteers.  
So, if you are interested in attending programs, please volunteer to assist  

with the planning and implementation of them.  
 

 Please contact me to let me know what YOU can do for TAALP! 
 

Cristy Keul 

2nd Vice President 

cristy@smithcountybar.com 

903 526-2700 

 



1. September is Cholesterol Awareness Month in America. 

2. The first comic strip was printed in an American newspaper on September 11, 1875. 

3. The poem, “Mary had a Little Lamb” was published September 1, 1830. 

4. Band-Aids were invented in September. 

5. The Great Fire of London happened September 2, 1666. 

6. The Beatles recorded their first single, “Love Me Do”, on September 11, 1962. 

There is a seven letter word in the English language 
that contains ten words without rearranging any of 
its letters. What is the word? 

(The answer’s at the bottom of the page...don’t peek!) 

TERM:     WHAT’S IT MEAN?: 

Motivationally Dispossessed  Lazy 

Answer to Brainteaser: 

“therein”:  the, there, he, in, rein, her, here, 
ere, therein, herein 



 



 

 

  TAALP job bank 

  Confidential Employee Questionnaire 

  

   

 NAME:                              

 

 ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 PHONE: _____________________________ FAX: _______________________________ 

 

 CURRENT EMPLOYER: ___________________________________________________ 

 

 SALARY DESIRED: ________________________________________________________ 

Contact Sharon Sherrill for Job 
Openings: Sharon@icklaw.com 









 
 

WWW.CJJLITIGATION.COM 
 

OOnnlliinnee  SScchheedduulliinngg  &&  RReeppoossiittoorryy  
  

Court Reporting * Videography * Video Sync/Trial Presentation 
Conference Facilities * Videoconferencing * Realtime Experts 

Records Retrieval Service * Process Service 
 

Watch for us at 108 S. Broadway in Tyler! 
  

 

LOCATIONS NOW IN TYLER, LONGVIEW & DALLAS! 
 

Toll Free (877) 533-1172 
Ann Curry, CSR (Retired)               Tyler - (903) 533-1172                               Carla Sims, CSR 
D. Keith Johnson, CSR, RDR, CRR                                               Becky Wheeler, CSR, RMR 
Kimberly J. Julian, CSR, RPR, CRR                                                             Crystal Greer, CSR 
Christy Humphries, CSR, RPR                        Amanda Leigh, CSR, RPR 
Terry Julian, Trial Presentation Specialist                                Grant Seiffertt, Legal Video Specialist 
 

“Combining High-Tech Litigation Support with Old-Fashioned Service” 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

NOW OPEN at 108 S. Broadway in Downtown Tyler! 
  

(903) 596-7800 
 

WWW.THEDOCSTATION.COM 
 

FULL-SERVICE COPY, PRINT & SHIPPING CENTER DOWNTOWN 
 

MENTION THIS AD FOR 2 0 % OFF YOUR FIRST ORDER! 

 
COPY       SHIP       FAX       SCAN       OFFICE SUPPLIES      COURIER 

 
 



Transcript Ad Rates 

(Per Month) 

 Business Card -  $10.00 

 Quarter Page -  $20.00 

 Half Page -   $30.00 

 Full Page -  $50.00 



Contact Kara Barrett 
for more information! 

Your Ad Here! 

Space Available!! 

Advertise in the TAALP Newsletter!!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVESTIGATIONS, INC. 

 



Contact Kara Barrett 
for more information! 

Your Ad Here! 

Space Available!! 

Advertise in the TAALP Newsletter!!! 



DEPOSITION RESOURCES, INC. 

Certified Court Reporting, Video & Trial Presentation Services 

 

 East Texas Office      Dallas/Fort Worth Office 

 Phone: 903.729.3289      Phone: 214.428.3376 

 Toll Free: 800.295.4109     Toll Free: 800.295.4109 

 Fax: 903.727.0986      Fax: 214.428.3375 

 

  Depositions  -  Video  -  E-Transcript & E-mail Delivery 

 

(All transcripts are sent via e-mail along with the hard copy for your convenience) 

DISCOVERY RECORDS, INC. 

1290 S. Main Street, Suite 108 
Grapevine, TX  76051 

Grapevine, Texas  76051 

Toll-Free 866-4MEDREC    Fax: 817-424-3692 

 

 Medical & Business 

       Records Retrieval 

 

 Depositions on 

       Written Questions 



TAALP EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

 
President 

 
KRYSTYNA ALEXANDER 

Potter Minton, PC 
110 N. College, Suite 500 

Tyler, Texas  75702 
(903) 597-8311 

kea@potterminton.com 
 
 

President-Elect 
 

NANCY CRIM, CLA 
Ireland, Carroll & Kelley PC 

6101 S. Broadway Ave., Ste. 500 
Tyler, TX 75703 
(903) 561-1600 

nancy@icklaw.com 
 

First Vice President 
  

SANDRA HAYES, CP 
P.O. Box 1178 

Tyler, TX 75710 
(580) 478-5777 

rns_hayes@sbcglobal.net 

 

 
Corresponding Secretary 

 
KARA BARRETT 

Mike Patterson Mediation 
515 S. Vine Ave. 
Tyler, TX 75702 
(903) 592-4433 

karabarrett76@yahoo.com 

 
 
  

Recording Secretary 
 

SARAH CONNOR 
The Wilson Firm 

909 ESE Loop 323 
Suite 400 

Tyler, TX 75701 
(903) 509-5000 

sconner@wilsonlawfirm.com 
 
 

Treasurer 
 

BONNIE BROOKS, CLA 
Gillen & Anderson 

613 Shelley Park Plaza 
Tyler, Texas   75701 

(903) 581-8600 
bbrooks@suddenlinkmail.com 

TYLER AREA ASSOCIATION OF 
LEGAL PROFESSIONALS 

P. O. Box 1178, Tyler, TX  75710 

 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Articles published herein do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Tyler Area Association of Legal Professionals.   
Calendar listings and seminars should not be considered an endorsement of any such program or seminar. 

 

 

Second Vice President 
 

CRISTY KEUL 
Executive Director, Smith County Bar Association 

100 N. Broadway Ave. 21B 
Tyler, TX 756702 
(903) 526-2700 

cristy@smithcountybar.com 
 
 

Executive Advisor 
 

CARRIE KING, CLA, TBLS 
Flowers-Davis 

1021 ESE Loop 323, Suite 200 
Tyler, Texas 75701 

(903) 534-8063 
cwk@tyler.net 

 

 


